Room 3.22
3rd Floor

11am – 12 noon
The Path Not Taken - welfare history and the libertarian perspective
To know where you're going, you need to know where you came from.  One piece of hidden history is the way working class people, in face of the most ruthless capitalism ever, erected a system of welfare services, based on mutual aid "friendly societies".  Health, education, housing, benefits, etc, were all included as the new book tells.  We can't resurrect the friendly societies but we can work for modern collective libertarian welfare services, as well as defending the compromise
welfare state.  Books available.

Organised by:  Socialist Libertarian Group

12 noon – 1pm

Equality – a bad idea

Equality, fairness and justice are widely appreciated not only in the democratic mainstream but also among Anarchists and Marxists. In this meeting we want to present and discuss what it means when the state grants its citizens equality and why this is not a sham. This is, we claim that one cannot adequately demand “real equality” when opposing domination and exploitation. More generally, we propose that equality, fairness and justice are no weapons of critique and would like to open the discussion on this. 

Organised by: Wine and Cheese Appreciation Society of Greater London

1pm – 2pm

Safer Spaces and Community Accountability 

A meeting looking at how we deal with issues of interpersonal conflict and abusive behaviour.  The hope is to widen our knowledge and strengthen our practice from shared experience and work on processes and structures that empower transformation. Input is welcome from those who have experience of working on these issues. You can contact the meeting organisers via the Bookfair Collective. Because of the nature of this debate and that many people involved have suffered personal trauma please avoid personal recriminations and show respect and compassion to everyone involved.  

2pm – 3pm

Strikes, Nukes & Overdue Subscription Fees – Anarchist organisation in original documents (1944-64)

This presentation showcases some of the recent work of the Sparrows' Nest anarchist library, using unique documents relating to Anarcho-Syndicalism in Britain and around the world. Focusing on the overlooked period in the history of radical politics between the end of the Spanish Civil War and the iconic events of the late 1960s we hope to give an insight into some of the political and organisational issues faced by the movement, and suggest further opportunities for research into anarchist history and practice.

Organised by: The Sparrow’s Nest (www.thesparrowsnest.org.uk)

3pm – 4pm

What does feminist sex and relationships education look like?

With sex and relationships education back in the spotlight with Nadine Dorries’ terrifying attempt to introduce abstinence training for girls, Feminist Fightback have been considering what feminist sex education might look like and how resources for teaching it could be made available. The resources deal with human relationships from an emotional perspective as well as a physical one, and acknowledge diversity and individuality and enable open discussion of gender and sexuality. However, sex education isn’t only necessary for kids. We want to extend this discussion further into our own relationships as adults, and how we attempt to educate ourselves in a collective way.

Organised by Feminist Fightback (www.feministfightback.org.uk)

4pm – 5pm

The Housing Estate is Revolting!

 The BBC, the Met Police and the Local Council Newham, have one thing in common...the Olympic Games and the exploitation, suppression and attempts to systematically ruin a sustainable community on the edge of the Olympic Park. Come hear the amazing story of the Carpenters Estate and about the struggle that gave birth to a fighting local community organisation controlled and run by residents.

Organised by: Action East End (www.actioneastend.wordpress.com)

5pm – 6pm

Refuse the blackmail “either work or health”

In July, Italian justice ordered the closure of the big Ilva steel mill in Taranto because of an environment risk of cancer. A united front of bosses, unions and parties rejected the decision in the name of defending the company and work. But a minority of workers created a committee to refuse this blackmail. In doing so, they revived the spirit of Italian struggles from 1968 to 1977, when, against the unions, workers in dangerous workshops at a big chemical facility in Porto Marghera forced the bosses to pay them for doing nothing.

Organised by: Mouvement Communiste (www.mouvement-communiste.com)
